
DISCUSS THE IMPORTANCE OF LITERATURE REVIEW IN CARRYING OUT

RESEARCH

Essential in any field of study, a literature review lists and evaluate, synthesize, and paraphrase the gist of outside
sources in your own words.

However, particularly in the social sciences, thinking about research problems from multiple vectors is a key
strategy for finding new solutions to a problem or gaining a new perspective. By exposing you to the vast
world of scholarship, literature reviews help you on both counts. Through this process of winnowing, you will
be able to place the relevance of your research in the larger context of what others researchers have already
done on your topic in the past See Reference 1. From the different definitions from different writers we can
say Research is what we do when we have an inquiry or a problem we want to resolve, we may already think
we know the answer to our question already, we may think the answer is evident or even common sense, but
until we have subjected our problem to laborious systematic analysis, our 'knowledge' remains little more than
speculation or at best, perception. The bibliography or reference section of sources you've already read are
also excellent entry points into your own research. Some questions to ask: How are they organizing their
ideas? Is contrary data considered or is certain pertinent information ignored to prove the author's point?
Common Mistakes to Avoid These are the most common mistakes made in reviewing social science research
literature. A well-done integrative review meets the same standards as primary research in regard to clarity,
rigor, and replication. Use Evidence A literature review section is, in this sense, just like any other academic
research paper. Describe the relationship of each work to the others under consideration. Theoretical Review
The purpose of this form is to examine the corpus of theory that has accumulated in regard to an issue,
concept, theory, phenomena. However, progression of time may still be an important factor in a thematic
review. They are useful accounts that keep them up to date with what is up-to-date in the field. Review not just
what scholars are saying, but how are they saying it. Narrow the Topic The narrower your topic, the easier it
will be to limit the number of sources you need to read in order to obtain a good survey of relevant resources.
Consider Whether Your Sources are Current Some disciplines require that you use information that is as
current as possible. By examining the strengths and weaknesses of existing research, you can thus make sure
you adopt the most appropriate methods, data sources and analytical techniques for your own work. When
writing your review, keep in mind these issues. The analytical features of a literature review might: Give a
new interpretation of old material or combine new with old interpretations, Trace the intellectual progression
of the field, including major debates, Depending on the situation, evaluate the sources and advise the reader on
the most pertinent or relevant research, or Usually in the conclusion of a literature review, identify where gaps
exist in how a problem has been researched to date. Often this form is used to help establish a lack of
appropriate theories or reveal that current theories are inadequate for explaining new or emerging research
problems. Types of Literature Reviews Argumentative Review This form examines literature selectively in
order to support or refute an argument, deeply imbedded assumption, or philosophical problem already
established in the literature. Similarly, a historical review will assess all the historical records of scholarship
chronologically while methodological review examines the research methods aloneâ€”collection of data, their
critical analysis, interpretation, and research results, for example. In what ways might geographers view the
need for better distribution of social service agencies in large cities than how social workers might study the
issue? Kothari, C. One of the additional benefits derived from doing the literature review is that it will quickly
reveal which researchers have written the most on a particular topic and are, therefore, probably the experts on
the topic. This is probably the most obvious value of the literature review. Most often associated with
academic-oriented literature, such reviews are found in academic journals, and are not to be confused with
book reviews that may also appear in the same publication. Here are examples of other sections you may need
to include depending on the type of review you write: Current Situation: information necessary to understand
the topic or focus of the literature review. There are several reasons why we do this. Applied research it also
known as decisional research which is where known or existing knowledge is used to solve a particular
problem. Bibliography Definition A literature review surveys books, scholarly articles, and any other sources
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relevant to a particular issue, area of research, or theory, and by so doing, provides a description, summary,
and critical evaluation of these works in relation to the research problem being investigated. This is the most
common form of review in the social sciences. Perhaps you are using a new or different research method
which has not been available before, allowing you to collect the data more accurately or conduct an
experiment that is more precise and exact thanks to many innovations of modern technology. Reveal any gaps
that exist in the literature. Resolve conflicts amongst seemingly contradictory previous studies. Like a
timeline, but a bit more wordy. Kim teaches at Murray State College. Here again, if the same authors are being
cited again and again, this may indicate no new literature has been written on the topic. Literature reviews,
thus, are not just a formal requirement for writing a scholarly essay or doctoral dissertation.


