
USING TEXTUAL EVIDENCE IN ESSAYS

Of course, there is a great deal involved in using textual evidence, but this short use evidence or examples from a text to
illustrate your own points in an essay.

Devor says that body postures and demeanors that imply weakness make people look feminine. The truth is,
no one could read that story and imagine that Bill thinks Mary is young and beautiful. The source of each
quotation must be cited appropriately. The quotations of Devor below, taken from the paragraph in exercise 1,
contain technical errors. Instead of claiming that Bill thinks Mary is young and beautiful, the voice says,
"Well, sure, he thinks she's old, but that's not the only thing he thinks about. Eliminating discrimination from
society would have a drastic effect on social attitudes overall, according to Allport  Each quotation and
example should strengthen and support your argument. He claims that Tom is arrogant, that Daisy wants
others to shape her life for her, and that both crush people around them with cruel carelessness ,,  This can
seem really daunting, but try to examine every word of the quotation. Since this is a recent change in the
guidelines, one still sees ellipses with and without brackets. It does not effectively restate the original in
different language. Yet in general, discrimination reinforces prejudices, and prejudices provide rationalizations
for discrimination. What if someone said, "He doesn't think she's old! After presenting an indented quotation
the writer must provide a detailed discussion of the quoted material. Thus one must explain and prove the
main idea, from introduction to conclusion, from one substantiating point to the next, in a manner that allows
the reader to understand clearly what has been stated and permits him little reason to doubt the thesis. He
comments, "almost any exhibition of complete self-sufficiency draws a stunned tribute from me" 9. You can
also use ellipses to indicate that you have left irrelevant words out of a quotation. But the middle part is less
important to your paper than what Allport says at the start and the end. In this way, discrimination reinforces
prejudice, but if instances of discrimination are ruled illegal or seen as socially unacceptable, prejudice will
likely decrease along with discrimination  He says things about himself that his own narration proves false.
The short version is that students are often afraid to state the obvious in their papers because they think it's too
simple. Even though a paraphrase is in your words, it is not your idea. If you want to make clear the position
of a quotation in the text, do not write that "on page 41 Gatsby says So you need to decide what point you
want to make in your paper. Often, the evidence college writers are asked to use comes from their textbooks,
course readings, or other written work by professional scholars. And of course, if your instructor doesn't like
the results, you'll want to prioritize that feedback over anything I've said here! PDF Version Overview
Academic writing often requires students to use evidence, and learning how to use evidence effectively is an
important skill for college writers to master. For example, in Langston Hughes' short story " Early Autumn ,"
we made the claim that one of the characters, Bill, could think about almost nothing except "how old Mary
looked. You want to analyze and interpret the text in order to arrive at a thoughtfully developed thesis which
provides the reader with new insight into the work being discussed. Yet stating the obvious is the only way
students can get credit for knowing it. Think carefully about what you need each piece of evidence to do for
you in your paper, then choose the method that most suits your needs. Summaries should be mostly in your
own words, but often summaries include quotations or paraphrases when it is necessary to highlight a certain
key point. You should always check with your instructor to see what method of citing and documenting
sources you should use. Typically, a quotation of four or five lines is considered long. Avoid unnecessary
phrases. Although Nick may start out wishing to refrain.


