
THE BIBLICAL ORIGIN OF BAPTISM AND THE SYMBOLISM BEHIND THE

LORDS SUPPER

In the first two lessons we will explore its meaning and its relationship to salvation , then we will consider what the Bible
teaches about the Lord's Supper. When the word sacrament was first applied to baptism in the latter part of the second.

And this is God's gospel promise: To forgive us our sins and give us eternal life by grace alone because of
Christ's one sacrifice finished on the cross. God is active, men and women receive what is promised This is
found in texts such as Genesis ; Acts ; 1 Corinthians ; 1 Corinthians  So they are not empty and hollow signs
to fool and deceive us, for their truth is Jesus Christ, without whom they would be nothing. The seminar
includes a light lunch and childcare is provided. This means that the Reformed are willing to divide and break
fellowship with evangelicals and fundamentalists over the subject--which evangelicals and fundamentalists do
not regard as important. But when people embrace the Reformed understanding of the Sacraments of Baptism
and the Lord's Supper, they cannot co-exist where they are. The rite became much less important and was
conducted very quickly. The rule that prevailed was that they were readmitted only after undergoing a period
of penance that demonstrated sincere repentance. Scholasticism referred to these two elements as the matter
and the form of the sacrament, employing terms taken from the then prevailing Aristotelian philosophy. But a
Sacrament not only includes the material element prescribed in Scripture, but this also extends to the rite itself
as commanded by Scripture. Dispensational and individual B. In the thirteenth century the number [of
Sacraments] was set at seven The discussion of Sacraments is often colored by a nativistic anti-Roman
Catholicism. According to Louis Berkhof, A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ, in which by
sensible signs of the grace of God in Christ, and the benefits of the covenant of grace, are represented, sealed,
and applied to believers, and these, in turn, give expression to their faith and allegiance to God. The Reformed,
on the other hand, devote a great deal of attention to Sacraments, and consider their proper administration as a
mark of a "true" church [cf. The 12th century saw the meaning of the word " sacrament " narrowed down and
restricted to seven rites, among them that of baptism, while other symbolic rites came to be called "
sacramentals ". The signs remain mere signs or symbols and do not communicate grace. What is now
generally called the Nicene Creed , longer than the text adopted by the First Council of Nicaea of , and known
also as the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed because of its adoption in that form by the First Council of
Constantinople in , was probably the baptismal creed then in use in Constantinople, the venue of the Council.
This also explains the use of Aristotelean categories of substans and accidens, to explain the lack of any union
between the sign and thing signified. According to the Scriptures, who is the primary active party in the
Sacraments? What then are these very real inward graces that are signed and sealed in the Sacraments? To
schedule a baptism and arrange to attend a baptism seminar, contact Heather Beltrame heatherb fpcsat. The
Belgic Confession, ]. This mitigates against the idea of God working through "covenants," propagates
individualism instead of corporate solidarity, and makes the "decision" pre-eminent and grace passive, instead
seeing God's grace as pre-eminent and our reception of grace as passive. You hear its sound, but you cannot
tell where it comes from or where it is going. In preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer is
to confess sin and brokenness, to seek reconciliation with God and neighbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for
cleansing and renewal. This leads to reading the Bible atomistically and stressing discontinuity rather than
continuity between the Testaments. In the early church, sacramentum came to apply to many things sacred and
to rites which had a hidden meaning. When people come to embrace certain truths of Reformed theology they
still may be able to co-exist in an evangelical context. Whereas Tertullian was the first theologian to use
sacramentum with clear religious meaning, two centuries later Augustine wrote that signs which "pertain to
divine things are called sacraments" That broad meaning of the word continued into the Middle Ages. This
explains the stress upon subjective, self-validating "experience of God," instead of stress upon the objective
work of God in history as revealed in propositional revelation in Holy Scripture b. An inward grace or thing
signified and sealed: "Signs and seals presuppose something that is signified and sealed" [Berkhof ST, ], and
thus while the signs remain signs, they nevertheless are means of grace through the work of the Holy Spirit.
According to the Reformed, there are three components parts of a Sacrament a. If the Old Covenant included
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children, how can the New Covenant, which is a better covenant, exclude them? The sacramental union
between the "sign" and "the thing signified" is perhaps best summarized in Article 33 of the Belgic
Confession: We believe that our good God, mindful of our crudeness and weakness, has ordained sacraments
for us to seal his promises in us, to pledge his good will and grace toward us, and also to nourish and sustain
our faith. As Ursinus put it: "The Papists imagine that the sign which are used in the celebration of the Lord's
Supper are changed into the things signified. It is charged that a high view of the Sacraments is "Roman.
Covenantal and churchly or 2. Thus is was used to describe religious ceremonies and was brought into
connection with mysterion Gr. They are given to us merely to commemorate the work of Christ through the
use of the symbols. Questions to consider when working through the issue of sacraments. World Communion
Sunday is the first Sunday of October each year. One may call it a testimony of divine grace toward us,
confirmed by an outward sign, with mutual attestation of our piety toward him


