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Katherine Mansfield's short story "Miss Brill" is a depiction of life for an older woman named, not surprisingly, Miss Brill.
One key theme in this story is that of.

Her lack of self awareness is evident to everyone but her. The beginning of the story shows the motivational
split between men and women. This has the potential to make a person feel that he would like to shut out all of
reality. Mansfield was a well-known and respected prominent writer in the 20th century. Related Posts:. The
essay is discussed at some length here. During this time, many different events occurred and it also affected
the different countries at the time Once at the park, Miss Brill comments "that the people were odd, nearly old,
and from the way they stared they looked as though they'd just come from little rooms or even cupboards. The
tears are obviously her own. She has not worn the fur in a long time and is delighted to wear it again. The
Sitting Bee, 15 Dec. No longer can she escape into the alternate world she has created rather she is forced to
face the harsher realities of her own life and face her loneliness. Not that it matters at this stage, of course;
whether Miss Brill has consciousness chosen to step back, the fact remains that she has lived out a long
repressed existence that succeeded in guiding her conscious choices to suppress that vigor. She notices a
woman in an ermine torque and a gentleman speaking to each other and imagines what they are saying to one
another. Miss Brill appears to go to the same park and the same bench every Sunday and every Sunday she
listens to the same band playing. Though short in form, it is really worth detailed interpretation and
appreciation. However how distant she is from the other characters in the story can be seen when the young
couple sit next to her on the bench. She does not realize how lonely, and desperate for attention she truly is.
Overriding all this concrete alienation is the pervasive philosophical conceptualization that Miss Brill is
alienated from God or fate or whatever deity or being is supreme in handing out the destinies to puny human
beings. There is also some symbolism in the story which may be significant. Miss Brill is not actually out of
her mind, but she is desperate for communication with others. If anything Miss Brill is escaping from the
boredom or loneliness of her own life. Support your argument with specific observations and analysis.


