
CREATIVE WRITING UBC CONTINUING STUDIES

Further your writing skills, career opportunities and personal development through UBC's flexible, accessible and
inclusive online creative writing courses.

The program cannot make exceptions for students who fail to follow the guidelines, and all applications are
covered by the terms set out in those guidelines. It also contains detailed information on how to put together
your portfolio for submission. We recommend that you seek advice on Creative Writing options as early as
you can, ideally prior to active registration periods. For some, however, Creative Writing courses are a more
vital and intentional piece of your education goals, helping you build the career and future you want. External
applicants, please note â€” you must apply to UBC as well as directly to the program, and UBC admission
deadlines precede our programs deadline. It is highly ranked internationally, and draws students from around
the world for its multi-genre approach to writing instruction. For you, we provide here some relevant guidance
and information to assist in planning your UBC studies. While we recognize that graduate students need upper
level courses to receive credit, you should be mindful that our Major courses at the level and MFA courses at
the level are intended for advanced Creative Writing students who have qualified through a highly selective
process. As a fine arts program rather than an English program, students focus on the practice of writing rather
than the study of literature. Small, intensive workshops characterize the program, as does our breadth of
offerings: with 11 genres of writing available for study there are more opportunities for learning than at any
other writing program in the world. Creative Writing is taught in varied ways at different institutions and it
may be the case that your previous courses do not equate to pre-requisites for UBC Creative Writing courses.
We have 11 professors, an additional 9 permanent instructors and regularly bring in a wide variety of writers
in residence and adjunct instructors from the writing community. To support this option, and the program,
Creative Writing sets aside seats in our Writing for Children and Young Adult courses at all levels. Please
seek advice from Creative Writing about options if you wish to add a Creative Writing course to your graduate
program. Students are required to work in multiple genres during the course of the degree. Many
Interdisciplinary Studies students select Creative Writing as either their primary or secondary category of
studies, and put together a course of studies made up of upper level Creative Writing courses to earn the credit
required for their degree. Creative Writing courses at the level usually have a level pre-requisite, and without
that in place, it can be challenging for anyone to flourish in a class where they do not have the required
technical vocabulary and knowledge. We take a limited number of students each year, basing admissions
primarily on evaluation of a portfolio of original writing. There is often great interest in Creative Writing
courses among graduate students, particularly in fields such as Journalism or Education, where there are
affinities between the programs. Further questions about pre-requisite equivalences, specifically if you want to
add the Creative Writing Minor to your program, or to register in a particular course, should be addressed to
the Creative Writing Undergraduate Advisor. Students in our degree programs â€” the Major and the Minor
â€”always have priority consideration for open seats, as they require these to complete their degree. Students
transferring within BC can check the equivalency of courses through the BC Transfer Guide which also has
some more general but still useful information for students transferring from outside BC. Faculty are
distinguished, working writers. Only those with formal third year standing can be enrolled into the Major. To
earn this degree, you must complete 36 credits in level CRWR workshop courses, across at least four genres,
plus completing the other elective courses and credits needed to meet your specific UBC degree requirements.
The Guidelines explain how standing is determined, and give details for those outside UBC interested in
applying, as well as anyone interested in applying this Major to a Double Major program. IDST students
interested in upper level Creative Writing courses for their degree should seek advice from the Creative
Writing Undergraduate Advisor on their eligibility and options in Creative Writing. However, it is important
to note that even if this course selection is agreed by IDST, it does not constitute permission or eligibility to
take courses for which the student does not have the prerequisites. If you are eligible to apply, you will submit
a portfolio-based application to the program, through an online form. If you are interested in learning about
other Creative Writing courses applicable to media studies, please speak with the Creative Writing
Undergraduate Advisor. Note that we will often ask for manuscript samples of your writing in particular
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genres in order to consider placing you in a course or advise on your options, and that Creative Writing
receives enormous numbers of queries about course places during active registration periods. For specific
program requirements, please refer to the departmental program website What makes the program unique?
While building your own identity, personality and skills as a writer and adding strong new material to your
portfolio, you will also develop invaluable skills in peer-working, collaborative communication and creative
problem solving, skills employers love. This takes a minimum of two years; the demands of the workshop
limit students to 9 workshop credits per term, and all 36 credits must be earned within the Major. UBC
assesses and awards transfer credit when you are admitted; those credits are carefully assessed and are
established on full consideration of the equivalence of courses between institutions. From , students with a
particular interest in screenwriting as part of their degree can develop their craft in the workshop setting of
CRWR , a course that can be taken more than once for credit.


