
MACBETH THE BREAKDOWN OF CHARACTER

The Macbeth characters covered include: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, The Three Macbeth - Macbeth is a Scottish general
and the thane of Glamis who is led to.

Their joint alienation from the world, occasioned by their partnership in crime, seems to strengthen the
attachment that they feel to each another. Would could easily read this as a kind of psychological breakdown.
But even as he questions his own actions, he is nevertheless compelled to commit further atrocities in order to
cover up his previous wrongdoings. This was unsurprising, since the infamous Gunpowder Plot to blow up the
King and Parliament had taken place just months before Macbeth was first performed. Lady Macbeth The
devilish wife of Macbeth, whose ambition helps to drive her husband toward the desperate act of murder.
After killing King Duncan that was, Macbeth is starting to realize what it is that he has done, and becomes
suspicious and paranoid of everyone around him. Femininity means compassion and kindness, while
masculinity is synonymous with "direst cruelty" 1. After the bloodshed begins, however, Lady Macbeth falls
victim to guilt and madness to an even greater degree than her husband. Fearful of implication in their father's
murder, they flee Scotland, Donalbain to Ireland and Malcolm to England, where he raises a large army with
the intention of toppling the tyrant Macbeth. Brave At the start of the play, Macbeth shows that he is a mighty
warrior when he leads the Scottish troops to victory over an invading force. Fleance Banquo's son, who, by
escaping Macbeth's plot on his life, will go on to be father to a line of kings. Suspecting Macbeth and
eventually turning against him, Macduff later flees to England to join Malcolm. His victories against
rebellious kinsmen and the Norwegians have made him a popular and honored king. All of this is to say that
Lady Macbeth is portrayed as masculine and unnatural. Macbeth is a brave soldier and a powerful man, but he
is not a virtuous one. The play ends where it began: with a battle. Come, you spirits That tend on mortal
thoughts, unsex me here, And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full Of direst cruelty! Come to my
woman's breasts, And take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers, Wherever in your sightless substances
You wait on nature's mischief! This meant that God had chosen that person directly to rule over others. He
lectured for six years on theater studies at Stratford-upon-Avon College in the U. Read an in-depth analysis of
Macbeth. However, by Act III, Scene 2, Macbeth has resolved himself into a far more stereotypical villain and
asserts his manliness over that of his wife. When Duncan announces that he intends the kingdom to pass to his
son Malcolm , Macbeth appears frustrated. He is unable to bear the psychological consequences of his
atrocities. Their marriage seems to be mainly one of convenience for Lady Macbeth, but for Macbeth it is
clearly more than that. She also challenges his manhood, through words such as, "When you durst do it, then
you were a man, and, to be more than what you were, you would be so much more the man. The thought of
murdering his King, or indeed anyone, fills him with horror, and it would be for this reason that he writes to
Lady Macbeth, seeking her evil support. This feature of his personality is well presented in Act IV, Scene 1,
when he revisits the Witches of his own accord. His ambition conflicts with his sense of loyalty and morality.
Act 3 Scene 4 Banquo's ghost appears to Macbeth alone, showing his overactive imagination triggered by a
guilty conscience. Lee Jamieson has a M. The breakdown of both characters is revealed through their
soliloquies. The only reason he has to kill him are his ambitions, spurred by the witches, and his wife. Despite
his fearless character in battle, Macbeth is concerned by the prophecies of the Witches, and his thoughts
remain confused, both before, during, and after his murder of King Duncan. The Witches' predictions seem to
waken the ambition already in him and he is spurred on by his wife. The third soliloquy is the one that I have
just performed. The presence of supernatural influences, another theme of "Macbeth," is another factor that
affects the main character's choices. Their predictions prompt him to murder Duncan, to order the deaths of
Banquo and his son, and to blindly believe in his own immortality. Soon after Macbeth proves his "manhood"
by killing Duncan and becoming king, Lady Macbeth disappears into the margins of the story and becomes the
kind of weak, enfeebled figure she herself would probably despise.


