
DISTANCE EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

Distance Education as an alternative to the traditional face-to-face education has been seen as the teaching-learning
process in which students.

Within three years of the commencement of its teacher training programme by ODL, Malawi produced 18,
trained teachers; it would have taken all Malawi teacher training colleges, 12 years to produce this number of
teachers through the conventional method of teaching. Educational Technology Conference, pp. The validity
of the inventory was ensured through the selection and inclusion on the instrument of such items that are
strictly relevant to the aspects of ODL studied. The goals of open and distance education in Nigeria can only
be fully realized through proper planning and monitored implementation. It is also a means of providing
access to basic and tertiary education for Nigerians. In other words, the reasons for learning could be both
intrinsic and externally and socially driven. The self-paced nature of the programming, though is an unfamiliar
model for many students and can lead to excessive procrastination resulting in course incompletion. Formal
education is provided through the conventional school setting while several other avenues are used to provide
informal education. The sixth challenge relates to the ease and credulity with which all ODL modes of
delivery are embraced without discrimination or screening by open and distance learning institutions within
the continent. The status, issues, challenges and infrastructure. This gap has been observed to become wider if
there is no communication between the learner and teacher and has direct implications over the learning
process and future endeavors in distance education. However, within the first decade of the 21st century,
Botswana has managed to equip about 9, primary school teachers with a Diploma in Primary Education
through distance learning Kamau,  Consequently, the story of African open and distance learning must be
discussed here, with two eras in mind, namely, the pre-independence era and the post-independence era.
Libraies Unlimited, Colorado Google Scholar 9. The post-independence era, after recording a major
achievement soon after independence, produced rather later, towards the end of the 20th century, a number of
weak ODL structures which nevertheless are gradually strengthening their roots. Its humble beginning is to be
traced to the establishment of the Centre for Distance Education within the University of Zimbabwe in ; it then
became University of Zimbabwe College for Distance Education in before becoming the Zimbabwe Open
University through a Act of Parliament Nyaruwata,  Moreover, the preservation and utilization of natural
resources can only be assured through heavy investments in knowledge and ability aimed at all inhabitants of
our country Nigeria. For those in a healthcare or mental health distance learning program, online-based
interactions have the potential to foster deeper reflections and discussions of client issues [57] as well as a
quicker response to client issues, since supervision happens on a regular basis and is not limited to a weekly
supervision meeting. In addition life events, professional or family responsibilities can interfere with a
students capability to complete tasks to an external schedule. Over the years, the products of these adult
remedial education centres, joined the regular high school graduates to queue for admission into African
universities; these universities have consistently not been able to provide space for most of the qualified
candidates as a result of the availability of only limited placements within their premises. However, beginning
from the end of the 20th century, this college has begun to take on English-speaking populations of Africa; for
example, it is currently operating in Kenya, Ghana and among English-speaking people of Cameroun.
Initially, UNISA combined the promotion of its own courses with those of some overseas correspondence
colleges Wikipedia, ; in other words, while it was possible to enroll for and obtain UNISA degrees and
diplomas, opportunities were equally given to candidates to obtain degrees and diplomas of a few overseas
correspondence colleges through UNISA. One major characteristic of distance education is that it employs a
variety of media print, electronic and virtual in its quest to help the learner learn as much as possible. All
African ODL projects except that of the African Virtual University that I did not discuss because it reaches a
negligible population of African ODL clients currently run solely on printed materials and minimal
face-to-face meetings in order to circumvent unavailability of electricity; while, such a resourcefulness is
commended, it should be stated that a combination of such a practice with some ICT-based strategies has a
greater chance of impacting more positively on Open and Distance Learning projects. Distance education
therefore, encompasses all these terms. The growth was due to sending out complete textbooks instead of
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single lessons, and the use of aggressive in-person salesmen. Ingles, H. Routlage, London Google Scholar 6.
Iromantu, O. Availability of ilearn portal technology: this is a platform created by the NOUN to ease access to
Open Education Resources, online class discussions, creating a virtual classroom environment, networking
and collaboration tools to boost communication among students and facilitators.


