
AN ANALYSIS OF THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE A NOVEL BY THOMAS

HARDY

A summary of Analysis in Thomas Hardy's The Return of the Native. It is an eminently unreliable novel, peopled with
unreliable characters; even its narrator .

It is, in chapter one, "a place perfectly accordant with man's nature. He has a wandering eye and an appetite
for women. Now, although he believes Wildeve is unworthy of her love, he is so devoted to her that he is
willing to help her secure the man of her choice. It appears hidden beneath the wastelands of Egdon Heath
number of secrets aspiring to be opened. Yeobright's son Clym, a successful diamond merchant, returns from
Paris to his native Egdon Heath. The novel seems to privilege a bleak understanding of human nature. She
loathes the heath, yet roams it constantly, carrying a spyglass and an hourglass. This meeting became a cause
for the biggest tragedy ever that could happen in their lives. Consequently, a quarrel starts between mother and
son. And yet, while The Return of the Native is formally conventional, thematically it thrives on doubt and
ambiguity. This latter vocation is at odds with his scant understanding of human wants and desires after
returning to Egdon, but was likely given as added explanation for Eustacia's fascination with him. In Egdon
Heath, most people particularly the women look askance at the proud, unconventional Eustacia. Most
controversial was the original idea that Thomasin and Clym would be siblings. Later that evening, Clym,
unaware of her attempted visit, heads for Bloom's End and on the way finds her crumpled beside the path,
dying from an adder 's bite. Clym's anger, meanwhile, has cooled and he sends Eustacia a letter the next day
offering reconciliation. In popular culture[ edit ]. Perhaps the most ambiguous aspect of the novel is its ending.
Lawrence â€”see the novel as a study of the way communities control their misfits. With some difficulty, she
arranges to meet Clym, and the two soon fall in love. Given the tragedy of the double drowning, it seems
impossible that the novel could end happily. Wildeve plunges recklessly after Eustacia without bothering to
remove his coat, while Clym, proceeding more cautiously, nevertheless is also soon at the mercy of the raging
waters. When Clym revives, he accuses himself of murdering his wife and mother. When he sees that Eustacia
is lost to him, Wildeve marries Thomasin, who gives birth to a daughter the next summer. Yet distance soon
begins to grow between the newlyweds as well. Clym and Eustacia also marry and move to a small cottage
five miles away, where they enjoy a brief period of happiness. Although he intended to structure the novel into
five books, thus mirroring the classical tragic format, Hardy submitted to the tastes of the serial-reading public
sufficiently to tack on a happy ending for Diggory Venn and Thomasin in a sixth book, Aftercourses. The
novel was first published as one volume in a print run of one thousand copies, in November of  Susan
Nunsuchâ€”Eustacia's nearest neighbour and bitterest enemy who convinces herself that Eustacia's witchery
has caused her son's sickliness. Although he has no plans to return to Paris or the diamond trade and is, in fact,
planning to become a schoolmaster for the rural poor, Eustacia sees him as a way to escape the hated heath
and begin a grander, richer existence in a glamorous new location. She tells him she will send him a signal by
night if she decides to accept. Yeobright, who also serves as a guardian to Thomasin. Yeobright during her
fatal walk home and, in obedience to her wishes, reports her last words to Clym: I am a broken-hearted woman
cast off by my son.


