
AN ACCOUNT OF A WOMANS DAILY LIFE IN ANCIENT ROME

In this lesson, you will learn about the difficulties women faced in ancient Rome strictly because of their gender.
Additionally, you will understand what daily life.

Family-values traditionalists such as Cato appear to have taken an interest: Cato liked to be present when his
wife bathed and swaddled their child. The husband had all the legal rights when it came to the children.
Editorial Review This Article has been reviewed for accuracy, reliability and adherence to academic standards
prior to publication. Cato the Elder said, according to his biographer Plutarch , "that the man who struck his
wife or child, laid violent hands on the holiest of holy things. The only requirement was a public statement of
intent. For instance, daily duties of the women of ancient Rome from the common people would be to look
after their children and their education, prepare food for their husbands and other members of the household,
and indulge in sewing and the spinning of wool. In Roman houses it was common for men and women to each
have their own cubicula, allowing potential for them to engage in sex lives separate from each other. Despite
this, women played an important part in the culture and history of Ancient Rome. Dealing in land was the
respectable profession for the women of the upper classes while working in industry was mainly reserved for
the women of lower ranks. There were many options for entertainment. Occupations Married women ran the
Roman household. Where once power had resided in the Roman senate, now women presided over a
household that was also the epicentre of government. Slaves were used to maintain the heat in the various hot
rooms as well as attend to the needs of the wealthy. After spending some time at the baths, most would head
home for their biggest meal of the day, eaten somewhere between our lunch time and dinner time. The Other
Women Roman women could be separated not always absolutely clearly between those who were considered
respectable and those who were not. Gladiator fights, for example, always drew large crowds. Getty Images 5
The Romans believed in the education of womenâ€¦ up to a point The education of women was a controversial
subject in the Roman period. Among her grave goods was an ivory doll with jointed legs and arms that could
be moved and bent, much like the plastic figurines that some little girls play with today. Divorce was socially
acceptable if carried out within social norms mos maiorum. If Manilia is not a defendant, she'll be the plaintiff;
she will herself frame and adjust the pleadings; she will be ready to instruct Celsus himself how to open his
case, and how to urge his points. All aspects of home life was ran and managed by the woman of the house.
The doll even came with a little box of clothes and ornaments for Crepereia to dress her in. A woman was
supposed to spend most of her time within the confines of the household. Most Romans worked a six-hour
day, beginning at dawn and ending at noon, although, occasionally some shops might reopen in the early
evening. The evidence is confused. Gladiators were sometimes seen as symbols of virility, so perhaps this
custom was viewed as a way to ensure a fertile union. Advertise Here Roman women ran the household and
often saw to the education of the children. Second-century relief portraying a lady having her hair styled. The
bathhouses usually included gardens, gymnasiums, libraries, and other forms of recreation. Related Articles.
To rear children for successful lives, an exemplary Roman mother needed to be well-educated herself. While a
legally binding marriage could consist of merely a statement of intent, just as today, there were many rituals
that people commonly performed to mark the occasion symbolically. One of the main sources of information
on Roman women is their tombstones.


