
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE ESSAY PROMPTS

Suggested Essay Topics. What might Thoreau think about the role of government in today's society? (In particular, think
about the modern welfare state and the.

This relates to Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau, because he talks about humans not needing a
form of structure set by a hierarchy, such as a government Doug is also a freelance writer and editor. How do
others, including my family and peers, view the act I am committing? When the validity of a criminal statute
is in doubt, the statute will almost always strike some people as being unfair or unjust, because it will infringe
some principle of liberty or justice or fairness which they take to be built into the Constitution. King lists four
steps to non-violent direct action:  The extent of community indifference to anti- contraception laws, for
example, would never have become established had not some organizations deliberately flouted those laws in
Connecticut. When the African Americans were protesting oppression it was an act of civil disobedience. But
the contradiction is only apparent. They also reflect considerations of fairness, like the proposition that a
mother who has lost one of two sons in war ought not to be made to risk losing the other. This fails to take into
account the fact that any court, including the Supreme Court, may overrule itself. Other rules the more
technical anti-trust rules, for example are not supported by any supposition of an underlying right; their
support comes chiefly from the alleged utility of the economic and social policies they promote. Civil
Disobedience as a Tool Against Injustice in Society During the American Revolution, when America was still
under British rule, the people rebelled in order to achieve the rights and justice that they believed they
deserved. Martin Luther King sought to end the unjust law of segregation in a nonviolent campaign. There is,
however, a flaw in the argument. The word explains it all disobeying in a Civil way. When I say that people
hold views on the law when the law is doubtful, and that these views are not merely predictions of what the
courts will hold, I intend no such metaphysics. The draft classifications, and the order-of-call according to age
within classifications, are arranged for social and administrative convenience. The plays are respectively
written by Sophocles and Susan Glaspell. People may try to use the method of civil disobedience to oppose
righteous and well intentioned actions of authorities in order to gain personal power and advantage In the
United States, at least, almost any law which a significant number of people would be tempted to disobey on
moral grounds would be doubtfulif not clearly invalidon constitutional grounds as well. Violence has been a
mean to an end for centurys. Thoreau 's words have helped lead the way to freedom. Gandhi soon became an
outspoken critic of South Africa's discrimination policies. The question arises in each case whether the issues
are ripe for adjudication, and whether adjudication would settle these issues in a manner that would decrease
the chance of, or remove the grounds for, further dissent. It no court has decided the issue, and a man thinks,
on balance, that the law is on his side, most of our lawyers and critics think it perfectly proper for him to
follow his own judgment. Moreover, he valued the importance of observing nature, being individual, and
living in a simple life by his own values. A well-known example would be when Rosa Parks sat on the bus in
the "White-only" seating area, which lead to important events that helped push the Civil Rights movement
forward. They think it would be unfair, I gather, because society could not function if everyone disobeyed
laws he disapproved of or found disadvantageous. I shall set out three possible answers to the question, and
then try to show which of these best fits our practices and expectations. The popular view that the law is the
law and must always be enforced refuses to distinguish the man who acts on his own judgment of a doubtful
law, and thus behaves as our practices provide, from the common criminal. However, the question of how the
government should function in humans ' life has been asked since the beginning of its creation. If the question
is whether a particular rule would have certain undesirable consequences, or whether these consequences
would have limited or broad ramifications, then, before the issue is decided, it is useful to know what does in
fact take place when some people proceed on that rule. But Dean Griswold and those who agree with him
seem to rely on a fundamental moral argument that it would be unfair, not merely impractical, to let the
dissenters go unpunished. Sometimes, even after a contrary Supreme Court decision, an individual may still
reasonably believe that the law is on his side; such cases are rare, but they are most likely in disputes over
constitutional law when civil disobedience is involved. Untouchables, those Indians born into the lowest social
class, faced severe discrimination and could only practice the lowest occupations. The Tiananmen protest
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ended in tragic failure and bloodbath as the Chinese state decided to put down the protest with a martial law.
Citizens have always found ways to show their disapproval of governmental decisions and demanded action.


