
ATONEMENT LITERARY ANALYSIS

Atonement Literary Analysis. VT. Vienna Tran. Updated 19 September Transcript. Imagery. â€œShe wore pleated
flannel trousers that ballooned at the hips .

When the story opens, Briony is described as a year- old girl who has developed an intense passion for novel
writing. As we follow the preparations to receive the casualties from Dunkirk in a London hospital where
Briony is a probation nurse. These two things along with worrying about her children where the catalysts for
her migraines. Only at the age of 18 does Briony attempt to ratify her actions by training to be a nurse and
visiting Robbie and Cecilia. She gives Robbie and Cecilia the possibility to be together, at least, in fiction.
Feeling the black furred creature her migraine begin to stir, Emily let her thoughts move away from her eldest
daughter and sent the tendrils of a worrying disposition out toward her youngest. She spends her life trying to
make amends, but the storyteller, Briony learns, is like a God: having created a world only she controls, there
is no-one to forgive her. The lethal damage it has caused in the actual world is beyond mending. This non
relationship between the Tallish billing and their parents plays a major role in their troubles throughout the
book. Robbie was accused and convicted of a sexual assault he did not commit due to the actions of Briony.
For example, did her sister really matter to herself, was she as valuable to herself as Briony was? Bianchi
Teacher: Daniel Ferreyra ISJVG From early in the novel the reader gets acquainted with the fact that Briony
uses the real world as evidence for future writing, and that she combines fiction and reality all the time. The
world she has construed collides against Robby and Cecilia and changes their destinies forever. Bianchi
Teacher: Daniel Ferreyra ISJVG This is, precisely, the case of Atonement , in which the identity of the
narrator is revealed in Part 3 and the reader realises that it is Briony herself the one who has written the novel.
The absent father and husband to Emily, Cecilia, Leon, and Bryony. Commentary This novel works on several
levels: as an account of class and society in pre-war England, and as one of adolescent development, it is
perceptive and revealing. Paradoxâ€” During her interview, Briony explains that this book is both her first and
last book. The three parts are narrated in the third person, and at the end of part 3 the identity of the narrator
turns out to be now what the reader at least this particular reader had expected. This is a result of her need for
attention from adults to replace the attention she never got from her parents. According to author Brian Mc
Hale in his book Post Modernist Fiction, this technique consists of: [â€¦ ] deliberately misleading the reader
into regarding and embedded, secondary world as the primary, diegetic world. He and Cecilia are in love.
Miscellaneous Atonement was shortlisted for the Booker award. McEwan, , p. However, the scene ends
shortly, and there are no other sensual implications. Date of entry: Aug Summary Please note that in order to
provide a useful analysis of this novel, it is necessary to reveal the novel's ending in the discussion below.
Marriage was the thing; or rather a wedding was, with its formal neatness of virtue reward. The abandoning of
her by her mother and father has had a pronounce effect on the character, Cecilia Tallish. Part 2 records the
retreat to Dunkirt from the perspective of Robbie Turner, now a private in the British army; in part 3 the action
simultaneous to that of part 2. She does not seem old enough to realise what was actually happening in the
library, so she misinterprets this scene and believes that Cecilia was trying to defend herself from Robbie, who
was holding her and prevented her from escaping. She however misses her opportune moment to redeem
herself and decides the only way to truly undo her sin is to provide her sister and Robbie with the happy never
ending they never had in her novel. Although she is a college educated woman she chooses a career in nursing.
Mc Hale, Brian.


