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If so, you can empathize with Huckleberry Finn, the hero of Mark Twain's the Widow Douglas had adopted Huck and
taken him into her house to live with her.

Petersburg, Missouri, a town on the Mississippi River. These men are not hesitant to hunt slaves, yet they
refuse to help a sick man. It is important to note Huck's views towards slavery at this point so that they may be
compared to his views later on. Huck is told to pray for what he wants, but when he prays and does not get
anything, he decides that praying is pointless. Because Huck is young and uncivilized, he describes events and
people in a direct manner without any extensive commentary. It is the story of Huck's struggle to win freedom
for himself and Jim, a Negro slave. Everywhere he looks there are people who value things that he sees as
meaningless. While Jim sleeps, Tom wants to play a trick on him. Huck also thinks about the Christian
concept of always helping other people. Huckleberry Finn is the narrator of this story, and he starts off by
describing his life to the reader. Tom creates a set of rules, ideas, and morals that he expects the boys to adhere
to, all of which he gets from books. The duke and the dauphin carry out a number of increasingly disturbing
swindles as they travel down the river on the raft. When the town clock strikes twelve midnight, Huck hears a
noise outside his window and climbs out to find Tom Sawyer waiting for him. Pap threatens to beat Huck if he
ever catches him near the school again. The Judge is quite surprised by the request, but when Huck refuses to
reveal why he wants to give away his money, Judge Thatcher agrees to "buy" it for one dollar, saying he will
take the money "for a consideration. Huck is uncomfortable with all of these "restrictions" on his life, and
soon runs away to avoid being "civilized". This can be contrasted with Tom Sawyer's "book learning," which
has little actual application in Huck's life, and which Twain makes fun of by portraying the silliness of Tom's
robber band. When the hair-ball refuses to work properly, Jim suggest that Huck give it some money. The
boys argue over what Huck Finn's role in the gang will be, because Huck does not have a family for them to
kill in case he reveals any of the gang's secrets. The title is used to make the story look innocent and
adventurous when in reality the story has lots of conflict and difficulties. Jim uses a large hairball he believes
to have magical abilities to help Huck. Unable to see any use for that sort of thing, Huck decides praying is
probably not worth his time. Miss Watson is a spinster who decides that Huck must get an education. Tom
shows the boys a hidden room in the cave which they make their robber headquarters. A closer examination of
this novel reveals that a plethora of the comments are a great paradigm that Twain uses to mock different
aspects of society and depict valid flaws of human nature in an effort to parallel the real world for readers.
Twain uses the two families to engage in some rollicking humor and to mock a overly romanticizes ideas
about family honor. Huck then devises a plan to escape and heads down river were he teams up with Jim, a
runaway slave. This split between natural and book learning will be brought to a head when Huck encounters
Pap directly. Although Huck quickly realizes the men are frauds, he and Jim remain at their mercy, as Huck is
only a child and Jim is a runaway slave. Throughout the story we learn that Huck functions as a more noble
person when he is not confined by the hypocrisies of civilization. Thus, Twain truly demonstrates how honor
and robbery can coexist. They return home exhausted and Huck climbs into bed having muddied up his new
clothes, and feeling dead tired. Thus, books form a foundation for civilization; using books, Tom creates a
society for his gang of friends. The Widow Douglas is somewhat gentler in her beliefs and has more patience
with the mischievous Huck. Upon closer inspection he realizes that there is a cross on the left boot-heel, which
he has only ever seen in his Pap's. Pap, Huck's father, constantly abuses the boy, never allowing him to
become an intelligent or decent human being. That night, Huck goes into his bedroom and lights a candle
before falling asleep. He prefers the freedom of the wilderness to the restriction of society. Thus, when
confronted by superstition Huck behaves contrary to his usual manner, perhaps a reminder that he is just a
child, or an allusion to typical sensibilities of the time. For example, in determining that he would prefer
heaven over hell after Miss Watson describes the two to him, Huck uses very logical reasoning that the reader
can understand. Ironically, Twain mocks the adult world in this chapter by showing that although the adult
world relies on books such as the Bible to define civilization, pirate and robber books might also suffice. Irony
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appears in other areas of the novel as well.


