
AN ANALYSIS OF A CONTROVERSIAL ETHICAL ISSUE USING THREE

MAIN THEORIES OF ETHICS

Philosophers today usually divide ethical theories into three general subject areas: Finally, applied ethics involves
examining specific controversial issues, such as By using the conceptual tools of metaethics and normative ethics, .
Even if I am aware of basic moral standards, such as don't kill and don't steal, this does.

In his paper in the August issue Boyd 1 seeks a model to deliver a sensitive and egalitarian relationship
between doctors and patients rather than an authoritarian one; and he sees the hermeneutic approach as
providing the conversational vehicle for this. With the issue of abortion, for example, we would simply
determine its morality by consulting our normative principle of choice, such as act-utilitarianism. The more
comprehensive ethical theories will include both metaethical and normative components and should provide
answers to certain crucial questions. The statement 'x is a moral action' means 'x produces at least as good
consequences as all other possible actions'. God informs humans of these commands by implanting us with
moral intuitions or revealing these commands in scripture. As challenges to the more traditional theories that
argue that there are universal and perhaps even absolute moral principles, relativistic theories pose some
serious philosophical and ethical problems - problems that traditional theories must be able to resolve. One of
the challenges with this approach is that there is no consensus over which ethical issues are the most salient.
Three subdivisions of consequentialism emerge: Ethical Egoism: an action is morally right if the consequences
of that action are more favorable than unfavorable only to the agent performing the action. Yet, this is not to
say that it has no meaning at all, or that lacks such a degree of meaning as to be not worth living. In these
cases, it is argued that certain uses may be morally undesirable forms of enhancement, as they transform a
person into somebody else and that this disconnection is logically undesirable. He then extends his
interpretation of sanctity to refer to the majority view which accepts taking the lives of animals. The action's
characteristics, i. Sometimes called voluntarism or divine command theory , this view was inspired by the
notion of an all-powerful God who is in control of everything. Generally speaking, one would discuss ethical
issues in the context of a specific practice community, such as the ethical code underpinning medical practice.
Malden, MA: Blackwell. Giacomini M. This is most adequately summarized in Allhoff et al. As the data range
from randomized controlled trials and qualitative studies to direct focus-group hearings, balancing reliability
and validity becomes a challenge. If I have too much courage I develop the disposition of rashness which is
also a vice. In fact, the most attractive feature of consequentialism is that it appeals to publicly observable
consequences of actions. She asked the hired driver to pull over to assist, but, to her surprise, the driver
accelerated nervously past the scene. A second duty-based approach to ethics is rights theory. Other issues
arise about patient rights and physician's responsibilities, such as the confidentiality of the patient's records
and the physician's responsibility to tell the truth to dying patients. MORAL DUTIES As in deontological
theories, teleological theories also recognize that there are moral duties, the difference is that in teleological
theories what determines these duties is that their observance produces the maximum possible good in the
circumstances in question. Biomedical ethics focuses on a range of issues which arise in clinical settings.
These theories are sometimes called deontological, from the Greek word deon, or duty, in view of the
foundational nature of our duty or obligation. To get closer to this concept, it is useful to consider another
exampleâ€”the fluoridation of tap water, which is commonly practiced in numerous countries which aim to
reduce levels of teeth and gum decay. Deontological ethics stresses that reason, intuition or moral sense
reveals what is right. Equity-efficiency trade-offs in health technology assessment.


