
A HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR

World War II also known as the Second World War, was a global war that lasted from to World War II was the deadliest
conflict in human history, marked by 70 to 85 million fatalities, most of whom were civilians in the Soviet Union and .

German forces in Holland, Denmark, and northwest Germany surrendered on 4 May. The Luftwaffe were able
to drop some supplies to the trapped Germans but not enough. Meanwhile in May the British attacked the
Germans at the border of Egypt. At a fundamental level, it was a mistake for him to attack countries whose
capitals he had no way to reach. Pacific Fleet won the Battle of Midway in June , which proved to be a turning
point in the war. After a long string of Japanese victories, the U. Having achieved this cynical agreement, the
other provisions of which stupefied Europe even without divulgence of the secret protocol, Hitler thought that
Germany could attack Poland with no danger of Soviet or British intervention and gave orders for the invasion
to start on August  However, the mountainous terrain in Italy made it easy for the Germans to defend. Instead
from 12 to 23 December other Germans led by von Manstein tried to relieve them. Finally, on 31 January von
Paulus, the German commander surrendered together with most of his men. They captured Paris on 14 June
and France capitulated on 21 June. On 24 July the Americans landed on nearby Tinian Island. Axis initiative
and Allied reaction The outbreak of war By the early part of the German dictator Adolf Hitler had become
determined to invade and occupy Poland. However, the Germans then rallied and in March they recaptured
Kharkov. Finland made peace with Russia in September  The Japanese fleet then suffered a crushing defeat at
the battle of Leyte Gulf on October  In terms of management and logistics, the Axis powers were similarly,
and sometimes quite conspicuously, disadvantaged. US torpedo bombers were sent to attack the Japanese
carriers but they were all shot down. Meanwhile American bombers pounded Japanese cities. Still, on 3
September Britain and France declared war on Germany but they could do little to help the Poles. Both were
sunk on 10 December  Finally, on 13 May , they surrendered. The last one was fired on 27 March  In total, the
Axis fielded only sixteen carriers; the Allies, a hundred and fifty-five. They reached Manila on 3 February.


